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A bird sits in the tree

And marvels over the people

That the wisest of them doesn’t known
Where happiness is found.

In hatred and quarrels

They extort something from each other
Then tired and sad

They retire to the grave

It is worth to cite another example I noticed while traveling in South America.
When we arrived in Colombia, the ship docked in the Gulf of Colombia. They
announced to us that it is worth visiting the city of Barranquilla, situated about

17 miles from the port. There are two roads leading to the city. One, the well paved
and wide road, bordered by tall, stately palm trees and full of turns, because the
engineers wanted to shorten the route. On this new route there are no signs or
directions.

Every driver drives as he pleases. Some speed at break neck paying no attention to
the other drivers. Their vehicles have no lights or adequate breaks. There is the
second route, ancient, primeval, foot-worn by the American Indians. This road is
narrower, straighter but longer. It leads through the forest. On this route, actually a
foot path, are numerous pot holes, it is rock-ribbed and is overgrown with weeds.
But every hundred feet are signs pointing the direction towards Barranquilla.

Also every hundred feet the huge light illumines the road making it easier to avoid
dangers. The driver who wants to follow this route has to be, first of all, sober,
prudent and brave. He will reach his destination sooner than the one who chose the
first, modern route. The same thing happens in our own lives. Happiness is found
by those who travel the straight though narrow path, because this path is as old as
the world. This path is not illumined by electric lamps but by the lamp of faith,
hope and love. By their light it is easy to avoid the wet lands, bogs, and sharp
rocks, weeds and poisonous ditches. On this route one finds signs written by the
Creator Himself. Please read: You will not have false gods before me. You will not
take God’s name in vain. Remember to keep holy the Lord’s Day. Honor your
father and your mother. Do not kill. Do not commit adultery. Do not steal. Do not
bear false witness against your neighbor. Do not covet your neighbor’s wife, his
house, his servants, his oxen, his body or anything that is his. This path is traveled
by the brave and the weak. These, looking at the first ones, do not cease to trod.
There are the strong and the weak. The first console the others. The travelers are
rich and poor. The poor do not die of hunger, because the ones that have share with
those who do not. This path is traveled by orphans, cripples, sick and elderly.
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No one is downtrodden or held in contempt, only care and sympathy in every

heart toward the less fortunate, because in this they see, understand and know
happiness. So there is happiness only one must know where to look for it and not
give up until one finds it.

Among many traveling in a rapid train from Kalisz to Poznan was a priest. A man
approached him and smiling asked: “Are you going far?” The man was young,
perhaps 26 years old, and by his demeanor and looks made a positive impression
on the priest. The young man continued: “I, too, wanted to be a priest but we had
no funds for that, and now, one has to study long and hard, isn’t true? The priest
must have deeper and wider knowledge. But you must really regret that you could
not realize your desires. Really no, because I know and understand that in
everything is the will of God, so today in my secular state I am happy. The first
time in my life I heard such profound faith. What is your occupation? Above all,
first and foremost, I am a Catholic, then I am a Pole, then a husband and even a
father already. What is your occupation? I am a merchant. I have a small business
which I managed to resuscitate from debt. Yesterday I finished the last payment.

It was done, undoubtedly, with harm to others, I dared to say, scrutinizing the
young man’s face and looking directly into his eyes. Oh, no, the young man
answered calmly, first I look for justice and then for profit. It all comes by itself.
Don’t you encounter difficulties and opposition? We are in this valley of tears, so
these are scattered abundantly along the way. But then I immediately fall on my
knees to pray then I feel such relief until the sadness changes into joy. Then, you
are happy? I said half in question half affirmatively to convince myself, that it isn’t
an illusion. Oh, and how, the young man answered. Imagine, father, that my
conscience does not accuse me of anything, but if I find that something is amiss

I ask my conscience what happened and confess my sin in the confessional. And
God, instead of taking revenge, Himself comes to me in communion. Such is our
God. And please imagine, father, that with His help I made a family for myself,

I think the happiest home fires ever. I didn’t know her for very long and she didn’t
know me. Neither of us was frequenting various musical affairs where
acquaintances are possible. My friends laughed at me that I will never find a wife.

I only worked and prayed, and behold I have life companion which everyone can
envy. We agree always and in everything. Without my knowledge she does not
spend a penny and I, too, do not keep anything from her. So, how could I not be
happy? God is rewarding you for spending your youth modestly, I said. Oh, yes.
My wife and I discuss it frequently that it is better to seek God than an early
marriage. God blesses us, and we, in turn, thank Him for everything as much as we
can. God does not forget anything in our regard and blesses us more abundantly.

It seems that we are racing with God to serve Him, but He is always by far more
generous. | gather that you are very attached to this life and it would be very
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difficult for you to leave this life. What are you saying, father, on the contrary, I
would gladly leave this world today. My wife and child I would leave a hundred
times more caring Providence of God. To leave this world for heaven? If I should
find out that I shouldn’t die I would by most unhappy man on this earth. Because
man’s happiness and satisfaction are found only in eternal hope. A dog is on earth
for the earth; but man has a body here but his spirit is always there. the young man
spoke with such a zeal as though he wanted to teach me something, and he did,
with his answers, with his way of thinking and his whole program of life. He also
testified that in thus world relative happiness exists, one has to seek it diligently,
and once found put it into one’s life.

A believing man, though poor, has a door open before him to be happy. I’ll repeat
an incident I had I Gary, Indiana, three years ago. I met a group of Poles. With
tears in their eyes they were lamenting lack of work; they told me they lost
everything, all the money they had in the banks; like those very banks took over
their homes almost paid up, how some were thrown out of their homes, and so on
and on. There was one man who only greeted me, and then stood aside and looked
attentively at me and did not speak. So I directed a question at him. I said: How are
you doing. He calmly answered: I lost my grocery store because I would let poor
people buy on credit. The company took my house to pay off the debt. I cannot get
any employment so we live from the money my daughter makes. She brings home
seven dollars a week. I doesn’t pay to complain, because today I have exactly as
much as I had thirty years ago when I came to America, then I had nothing and
today I have nothing. No, that’s not true. I have more today than I had then,
because I have a wonderful wife and good children. All of us have health and good
will. As long as work will be available then we will regain what we have lost. Isn’t
this an example of happiness? Why? Faith in God, confidence in one’s own
strength and hope in a better future. Let us remember that, to seek happiness in
God through deep faith; seek happiness in ourselves, through humble confidence in
our God-given talents; seek happiness in others by good deeds especially to those
poorer than ourselves and there are plenty of them, and we will obtain happiness
without a doubt.
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February 9, 1936

I greet you, my fellow compatriots, in a traditional Polish way: Praised be, Jesus
Christ.

The world of the twentieth century is proceeding with a widely and loudly
acclaimed motto of freedom, equality and brotherhood. But these words,
unfortunately, exist only in theory. Vainly do we seek them in practice, but there is
not a trace of them in the daily life. These word are found on the lips of humans,
but they lack in the human consciences and in human hearts; the humans who
come from the creative hands of God. Most frequently these words are gilded with
the expressions of freedom, equality and brotherhood, they flow from the lips of
educated politicians and diplomats, who masked with pretenses of caring for the
happiness of their fellow countrymen, fill their minds with principles which
destroy peace, satisfaction and happiness, because they substitute God and His
commandments with other gods and human principles, which for the greater part,
are not only delusions, but wandering in uncertain darkness and base paganism.
The world is blind because its leaders are blind. Is it, then, wonder that peoples led
by blind leaders instead of moving forward fell into the dark cave, full of robbers,
unconscionable and influential murderers and can’t see their way out? Not only
one could laugh, but it brings one to tears, when one looks at these countries and
think that one should look among them for freedom, equality and brotherhood!
Humbug and lies! Intelligent and just freedom vanished from this earth long time
ago, because God’s commandments were thrown out of these countries onto the
international garbage pile! There exist today two international extremes:
wantonness and slavery. The small group of abusers, who enriched themselves
from the hard labor of the multitude, lives without a care in ultimate wantonness,
while the multitude wallows in slavery. The times are not returning, but have
returned long ago, the ancient, pagan times, the times before Christ, the times of
Romans and Greeks. What happened to the civilized equality? Even the eco of that
word perished. For almost fifty years now the law of force is recognized. Strength
is law! All other laws became a useless used up string. In view of this generally
recognized law of force and the strength of the fist, the human equality not only
diminishes, but totally disappears! There still remains one more word —
brotherhood! What a beautiful divine, Christ’s word. Today completely devoid of
meaning. The ancient Roman amphitheater, where Christians were thrown to be
devoured by wild animals, is only a miniature, a shadow of what is happening in
the world today. Protestants fight among themselves; Christians reciprocally try to
conquer each other; Catholics do not trust and hate each other; the nations arm
themselves with the newest weapons which bring destruction, crippling and death
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to the innocent neighbors. Always and in the same countries there is oppression
and tortures. Even in the families there is misunderstanding, hatred, anger and
revenge. Such is the today’s world which grew up on the godless principles of
civilization of blind progress, senseless education, of human wisdom, blinded by
pride and conceit. In this mire of egoism and selfishness, humanity circles around
looking for happiness, but does not find it, and never will. In today’s talk I ask:

Is There Happiness And Where Is It?

Is there happiness in one’s life time, and are people really happy? There is no
complete, constant and limitless happiness, because the very life itself is
dependent, limited and changing. Perfect happiness is the matter of eternity. One
can attain it in afterlife. But there is a limited and partial happiness sufficient to all
to lead a peaceful and satisfying life. There are happy people completely satisfied
from all that the Providence gives them. This human happiness lies in the people
themselves; in their behavior, in their understanding and in their thoughts. Such
happiness has to exist, because every humarn being seeks such happiness, longs for
such happiness and desires such happiness. The right to happiness lies in human
nature. It’s carved in human heart. Such happiness has its beginning in the crib and
ends with the grave. Every child happily stretches its arms to that happiness. Every
young person dreams of that happiness. Every man and woman in their prime
promise each other happiness. Even the very old who are bent over the grave lift
their tearful eyes to happiness. Happiness must exist! The Bishop, the priest,
lawyer and doctor, the shoemaker and tailor, the worker and the employer, poor
and the rich, the beggar and the millionaire, the simple and the learned, the student
and the professor, all seek happiness. Each individually and all together seek and
stretch out their arms eagerly to this desired happiness. It is strange and
incomprehensible that that human heart is never saturated with happiness, but the
more it has the more it wants. No one ever possessed too much happiness, today no
one possesses it and no one will possess it. The human desire for happiness is not
satisfied just as the desire of a person suffering from high fever. This desire for
happiness is as old as the humanity itself. This desire arrived in this world with the
creation of first human hearts in Paradise it will leave this earth only when the last
human will breathe his last. Evidently God the Creator himself placed that never
expiring desire for happiness in the human heart, and He wants it there never to be
extinguished. Why, then, there are so few happy people, despite their willingness
and desire for happiness? It’s the world’s fault as well as our own. Because, the
world and the people, tell us to seek the happiness where it doesn’t exist. Long
ago, writer, Stanislaw Lubomirski, wrote: “Fortune laughs at those who adore her
with slave-like genuflection, tramples them, murders and kills them. One she
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crowns with thorns, another chokes with abundance, another she rips apart with her
claws of jealousy; another she chokes with the golden chain. Such is the fortune-
lovers’ joy. Oh, base and changeable goddess! She barely attracts and already she
betrays, just as she seems to be friendly, her friendliness wanes, just as he begins to
help she drops; blind, deceitful, false, slippery, the enemy of virtue and truth, how
many unworthy ones she made lords, and how many lords she made beggars!
Learn, oh, men, how you should trust her, and how to comport yourselves with her.
A much surer is your virtuous, humble dwelling, than a high and rich palace.”

He writes further: What can one say, when all temporal goods and all life’s joys
have vanished? But what to do when enemies oppress one’s life, and false
witnesses appear, and an unjust judge will condemn? When one loses all honor and
one’s possessions; when one’s parents, wife, children and a friend die — what can
one do? Pressed down with such an enormity of evil one will also torture one’s
mind and take revenge and your only medicine you turn into poison? Oh, no! It
would be unheard of that you would submit your mind to be destroyed by fate that
already had taken all else away! Do not change your mind. Let it always be the
same. Let your mind remember that even if you bore the worse calamities and
losses, there is always consolation. They press on your life, but you still have the
immortal mind which cannot die; the false witnesses accuse you of the worst, and
the unjust judge condemns you, but still there is truth which sooner or later will
come to the fore; there is a god who sees you innocent; you material possessions
will vanish, but you have greater riches: virtue, knowledge, customs; your parents,
your husband, your children and friends die and eventually you will go there too.
Worry only about such actions which were against virtue, because all these other
things can be taken away from you but your virtue no one can take away from
you.” To this [ add: in this way looking at the people and the human life is
happiness. Let’s take a closer and more attentive look at people, and really you will
see strange pictures; you will see humanity which is naive, gullible; you will see
humanity which allows itself to be led astray and which cheats itself. To some the
world appears one huge park decorated with many varied, aromatic flowers and
many fruit trees. People forget that there are no flowers without thorns and there is
no fruit without worms. These are the students, rather, these are the adherents of
pleasure. They assert that in pleasures everyone finds happiness. They assert that
everyone finds happiness in pleasures. Banquets, theaters, races, dances, music, not
only free but also wanton behavior, these give the dreamed of happiness. They
spend months this way they waste years in this manner. Such a life brings on
repletion, boredom, emptiness and disinclination; and often enough causes loss of
physical, mental and spiritual health. These apostles of pleasure become cripples in
soul and body. Evidently the happiness does not consist in these pleasures, so the
people should not look for it in those sources. to others, the world seems to be a
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gambling den in Monte Carlo, and so they s=ek their happiness there. Card games,
betting on horses, dogs, roosters and even turtles, consumes all their time, money
and even health. These are the adherents of chance. But does this bring them
happiness? No way. They end with empty pockets, empty heads and hearts, broken
and crushed. All that remains is to put a bullet into one’s head, or tie a rope around
the neck, or jump into the deep waters, or else take a pill or a little vial of poison.
And again, the happiness vanishes, and the pleasure-seekers become condemned to
eternal tortures.

Others seek the happiness in trade or industry. Day and night they count and

figure. Numbers, accounts and digits are perpetually on their minds. They think
business, they talk business they even dream business. They lose their appetite and
suffer from insomnia. They discuss the means, sometimes obscure ones and
sometimes almost unjust, how to obtain more production and multiply their gains,
even at the cost of the receiver. Perhaps in it they find happiness? Hardly. I knew
one personally who died in the insane asylum, several others are still there and the
other will most likely end in there, too. Some think that the world is the famous
New York Wall Street, where silver, gold and valuable papers are. They are the
traders not only in silver and gold but often with good or bad state of the country,
nations and the whole world. The fate of the nations depends frequently on the
inclination of their heads! In their closed or open palms of their hands depends
hunger or plenty of millions. They are the greedy, usurers and thieves, who grab
everything but never give anything. They have followers and flatterers, who say
that happiness consists in piling up silver and gold. They bury themselves in gold
and silver and all their capabilities are directed toward accumulation of these. They
quarrel over money and rob the poorer ones and simple they exploit and enrich
themselves at the cost of others’ tears and lamentations. How such human leeches
can find happiness? Look at their small evil eyes, shining with evil; look at their
feverish and sly faces; note their hands with palms closed. All this speaks not of a
human being but of an animal in human form. Do such people find happiness?
They bring upon their heads and the heads of their children just and merited

curses from those who are wronged and oppressed. Their consciences do not allow
them the rest and peace they need and so they grey before time and their heart is
turned to stone even though they try to silence their conscience with various
excuses and justifications. There is no happiness in silver and gold and human
curses and severe punishment from God. There are those also who seek happiness
in selfishness. These are the selfish people hiding themselves in a turtle’s shell,
who grovel all their lives looking for everything for themselves not paying
attention to the sufferings, complaints and tears of their neighbors. These are the
thick-skinned people for whom other sexist only to be taken advantage of for
themselves and their unworthy plans. These do not find happiness. They become
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obese in their bodies but the consumptive worm destroys their hearts and dries up
their consciences because moral egoists are tubercular people. Unfortunately these
are not lacking among our compatriots. Most likely you know them too. And you
also know very well that such do not know happiness. They probably live in
superfluous wealth, and all kinds of comforts, but never experience peace and
satisfaction.

There are also those who try to convince themselves that happiness can be found
outside of God. Such can easily be recognized by everyone, for on their vey
foreheads is visible Cain’s sign: “Without God”! There is sadness in their eyes and
pain on their faces and on their lips a cynical smile. Their speech is Godless. Such
play the role of brave ones, learned, wise and progressives, but in reality it is
nothing more than a walking haughtiness, moral cowardice and childish mentality.
They try to convince themselves, even though they do not believe in what they are
saying, nor do they believe others, that happiness can be found by declaring war on
the Creator, that happiness is being without God, without God’s commandments,
because every human being has his own intelligence and free will and that suffices.
Every thief, bandit, robber and murderer is motivated by the same principles.

They see happiness in some exaggerated intelligence, free will and human dignity.
In reality, intelligence without faith is nothing else than a blind cripple wandering
and seeking in the darkness of the world, in endless uncertainties. This certainly
does not belong to happiness: Free will without faith changes into wantonness,
which changes one into a slave. No one will believe that happiness lies in slavery.
What human dignity signifies today is nothing to be ecstatic about. Every human
being has a different idea of this dignity, which is nothing else than stubborn and
haughty selfishness which has never made happy anyone. A good, perhaps the

best example, of how human dignity brings happiness, we have in the capitalists.
Further explanations are superfluous. The godless principles are evidenced in
Hitler’s swastika; in the borders of the unhappy nation over which flies the rag on
which is hammer and sickle; in the borders of pagan Mexico where school children
are taught to rebel against their own parents; unfortunately, the principles “without
God” are implanted into the minds of American youth by teachers in elementary
and middle schools, by some professors at certain universities and even by some
preachers during their sectarian meetings. Is a family without God a happy family?
Is a nation without God a happy nation? Can the school without God raise good
children? Do the universities without God pave the minds of youth toward
happiness? Do the harvests without God point out a path to happiness, peace and
satisfaction for its believers? Then, after all this, the world is surprised that over it
hangs a huge bomb which can burst any moment and cover the world with misery
for the third time. Apparently our poet had this in mind when he wrote:
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